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Summer 2011 

Dear Tostan Friends and Supporters,

The movement for FGC abandonment is accelerat ing! Since
the beginning of  May, 587 communit ies in four
countries across Africa have declared their abandonment
of  female genital cut t ing (FGC) and child/forced marriage!
This immense progress renews my belief  that  harmful
t radit ional pract ices like these can end in one generat ion.
Through perseverance and courage, these communit ies
embraced their human rights and laid the foundat ion for a
strong, empowered future.

To celebrate with us by learning more about these inspiring
events, click the links below.

May 8, Senegal: Historic declarat ion of  communit ies in and
around the city of  Mbour

May 29, Senegal: 119 communit ies declare abandonment in
Niaming, Senegal

June 5, Senegal: Landmark declarat ion in the department of
Ranérou, Senegal

June 5, Guinea: Two years af ter the last  public declarat ion in
Guinea, 197 new communit ies declare abandonment
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Warm wishes,

Molly Melching
Execut ive Director, Tostan

 

"Too Young to Wed: The Secret
World of Child Brides"

In June, National
Geographic
featured a striking
article on child
marriage entitled
"Too Young to Wed:
The Secret World of
Child Brides." This
article, though

haunting, provides an excellent glimpse into the
realities of girls married at the young age of 12, 8,
5, and even younger, discusses the social norms
that encourage this practice, and briefly highlights
Tostan's human rights-based approach as a
positive way to change this practice.

Click here to view the full National Geographic
article and photos.

 

 

Tostan Featured in the Financial
Times!

On June 24th, the Financial Times featured a full
length article about Molly Melching and Tostan. This
article wove together the story of how Molly came to
Senegal and how Tostan's respectful approach stood
out from the beginning as a unique take on
development.

Click here to read the FT article . 

 

June 11-12, The Gambia: Communit ies f rom around the country gather for f irst  nat ional public
declarat ion in The Gambia

July 3, Djibout i: 92 communit ies declare abandonment at  f irst  ever declarat ion in Djibout i

Your support  helps make our work with communit ies possible, so thank you! Scroll down to read
the latest  news from Tostan's of f ices.
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Mo lly in Senegal in early 8 0 s .

 
Have a Question? Let Tostan Answer
It!

As members of Tostan's global community, we value
your questions and thoughts and encourage you to
express them. As we recieve your questions we will
answer them on our blog in a new series called
Tostan FAQ, which is authored by Tostan staff.

You can post your questions to any of our social
media outlets as seen in the box to the right so that
you can become a part of the dialogue about
Tostan.

Our first post answers a frequent question: why does
Tostan use the term FGC instead of FGM?  

 

Visually Connect with Tostan Partner
Communities

By viewing Tostan's stunning photos sent from the field
in Africa on Flickr and Facebook you can visually step
into a community that partners with Tostan as they
declare their abandonment of harmful practices,
participate in community clean-up projects, perfect
literacy skills through SMS messaging, and more!

Click here to check out four new Facebook photo
albums so that you can see the communities you
support.

     

You can also stay up- to-date on Tostan's work  by
following us on Twitter, Facebook, Blogger, Flickr, and
YouTube! 

 

Share this email with a f riend: 
 

To  find  o ut mo re  ab o ut up co ming  e ve nts and  o ng o ing  p ro je cts, p le ase  vis it o ur we b site .

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Tostan is a US 501(c)(3) nongovernmental organizat ion based in Senegal, West
Africa.
 

This e mail was se nt to  cp e te rse n54@g mail.co m. To  e nsure  that yo u co ntinue  re ce iving  o ur e mails , p le ase  ad d  o ur
e mail to  yo ur ad d re ss b o o k o r safe  l is t.

 
To  unsub scrib e  fro m future  mail ing s p le ase  c lick he re
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Po we re d  By Z2 Syste ms, Inc.
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